
Hi. My name is Gus Christensen. I'm a recent transplant but with deep Connecticut roots. I grew up in Brooklyn, but my grandparents lived 
in Stamford. Some of my earliest memories are of looking for hermit crabs in the tide pools, catching fireflies in the yard, and generally 
living the idyllic Connecticut lifestyle that opponents of 5429 believe themselves to be defending. I went to college in New Haven, and I 
started a business there some years ago. That business failed, but it had nothing to do with the so-called "poor business conditions" I keep 
hearing about here. New Haven was and is a great place to start a business. We just happened to start a bad business.

The fact is that there is essentially one reason why Connecticut has grown at about half the national rate over the course of my lifetime, and 
that is because housing is too expensive. And that's because it's too hard and too expensive to build housing. Connecticut is one of, if not 
the, most segregated state in the country, and that's wrong. But it's not only wrong on moral and ethical grounds, it's also wrong on 
economic development grounds. If you talk to today's new suburbanites, people like me who had a second child in Manhattan and then 
started looking for more space, the same as many Connecticut residents have done for generations, you will hear something different than 
what you might have heard a generation ago: today's home buyers want more diversity, both racial and economic. They want walkable 
downtowns, even in, especially in, the suburbs. Diversity of housing options increases values for existing housing stock, it doesn't depress 
them. If you build it, they will come. New people will come, and new people are good. 

Because people are good, and more of them are better. Connecticut government still has things completely backwards. New residents are 
assumed to be a burden, and at best we are supposed to be asking towns to take their "fair share." I believe that the next generation will turn 
that around 180 degrees: We should WANT more housing. Housing is a right. And it's not a burden, it's a joy, like a new baby. Far more 
conservative places than Connecticut get that - Texas lets people build housing, Florida lets people build housing. That's why the cost of 
living is lower down there - it's easy to build. 

People are not a burden, They are a joy. Stop making them live someplace else and let them live here. If you are worried about run-off and 
flooding, as we all should be, then great - take care of that with building codes and with infrastructure investment. The state, the towns and 
cities will have more money to modernize our infrastructure if we allowed growth. Why does Connecticut have a high municipal pension 
burden and aging infrastructure? Because we don't allow the growth that would pay for it. 

We have a collective action problem here. If you start from the assumption that people are a burden on municipal government rather than 
the reason why we even have municipalities, and then you give local governments control over how much housing gets built, we end up 
with too little housing. That's abundantly obvious to anyone who pulls their field of vision back from their own town. We need collective 
action that crosses town lines to make it easier to build housing. Because neighbors are good, and more neighbors are better. And because 
the people simply have to live somewhere. Human beings, American people, don't just magically disappear because you won't allow 
housing for them. They live somewhere else, somewhere that has the same run-off, traffic and septic problems that we do. But we can solve 
those problems. We should want to solve those problems. People don't stop going to the bathroom because you don't build housing for 
them - they just go to the bathroom somewhere else, wherever they can find a home they can afford. If you want to say "it's not my problem 
if they can't afford to live in Greenwich," I guess you can. But we're talking about our fellow human beings here. Our fellow Americans. 
Let them live here. We won't regret it. 

Thank you.

___________________________

Gus Christensen
Westport, CT
___________________________
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